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Cabinet Lead for Finance – Councillor Neil Bowdell – Sept 2023 
 
Finance & Treasury  
Treasury Management: 
 
Havant’s treasury investment portfolio remains in an increasingly strong position. With 
our minimal borrow, but high levels of investment, the increase in interest rate rises 
has positively impacted HBC treasury investments.  
 
The council has £38.6M out in active investment loans. We are currently locked in to 
generate £1.85M in interest, whilst new investments being are offered at 5.75-6%. This 
is an increase of £450k since the last report. If we continued to invest at the same level 
for the remainder of the 2023/24 financial year, we could see an additional return of 
~£200k. It is important to note that this could be offset against any borrowing in year 
to fund housing and/or regeneration projects. 
 
2021/22 Financial Statements: 
 
Central Government, in conjunction with the PSAA approved auditors, have set clear 
deadlines to finalise historic audits and clear the national backlog. Some councils have 
audits not yet signed dating back to 2015/16. HBC’s oldest unsigned audit is from 
2021/22 and this will now be completed no later than 31st March 2024. There could be 
a risk that the audit opinion is limited if not enough testing has taking place, but 
considering how much work has gone into HBC’s audit, this is highly unlikely. 
 
2022/23 Financial Statements: 
 
The draft 2022/23 financial statements should have been made public by the time is 
this meeting. There is a 30 day “inspection” period where the statements will be 
available to the public in the Plaza (in draft format).  
 
2023/24 Budget monitoring: 
 
The current year budget is monitored throughout the year and report on to cabinet 
each quarter. The quarter one report is due at the cabinet meeting on 6th September 
2023 with the current financial forecast for the year presented.  
 
2024/25 Budget: 
 
The budget setting process for the 2024/25 financial year has just been launched. 
There are several key steps to ensure appropriate engagement with both senior 
officers and elected members before a full and balanced budget can be presented to 
full council in February 2024. This includes planning for the revenue budget, updating 
the MTFP (a 5-year rolling financial plan) and setting the capital programme for 
2024/25. The initial phase is around understanding the financial climate, establishing 
what our cost pressures are and identifying any up-front savings or efficiencies to be 
explored. This will then form the next, more strategic, stage in mid-autumn where 
members will be engaged in formulating options and helping to establish how we best 
use our finite financial resources. 
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Corporate Governance 
 
The team continued to work on our governance procedures over the summer period 
to ensure that they remain up to date and in accordance with best practice. An initial 
review of the constitution has been completed and a consultation shall be undertaken 
shortly.  
 
Mayoralty 
 
The team continue to support the office of the Mayor, both with official engagements, 
and with matters relating to national or civic events. 
 
We held the Mayor’s Civic Service at Hart Plain Church, Waterlooville on 3rd 
September. It was well attended by visiting Mayors and Chairman from across 
Hampshire and residents, some who were attending the service prior to the Mayor’s 
event, and who stayed to support the Church and the Mayor. 
 
We are currently working with Councillors and officers, following the agreement of 
motion at the Full Council Meeting in July, to agree a Terms of Reference and Criteria 
for a Havant Honorary Citizen Award. This is to promote and Honour residents of the 
Borough who have given eminent service to their community, around wellbeing, 
sporting achievements, bravery or other acts that support the community as a whole. 
The team will also be working to set up a cross party Civic Board to consider 
recommendations for any nominations. It is hoped that the first award will come 
forward to the Annual Council Meeting in May 2024. 
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Item 9 – Questions Received under Standing Order 27.4.1 
 
 
 
 Question From Question to Question 

 
1 Councillor 

Coates 
Councillor Rennie 'Some Members may already be aware of the large-scale 80th Anniversary D-Day event 

being planned on Hayling Island on Thursday 6th June 2024.  The Royal Marine Concert 
Band are now confirmed and a Spitfire and Red Arrows flyover planned, along with 
combined displays from the emergency services and military, with open-top buses taking 
visitors to and from Ferry Point.  Hayling's beacon will be the second to be lit, after our 
neighbours on Portsea Island, and various VIPs will be in attendance.   
 
I'd be grateful if the Leader could publicly confirm the support he has given the event to 
date and, moving forwards, will the Council be doing their best to highlight the important 
role our Borough played during World War Two in the build up to the 80th Anniversary of 
D-Day, so residents and young people in particular are aware of the role our Borough 
played in defeating fascism and reinstalling democratic freedom and tolerance?'   

2 Councillor 
Munday 

Councillor 
Fairhurst With regard to the essential repairs to Langstone sea wall, we appear to have reached 

something of an impasse with Natural England. They are currently refusing to allow us 
to make repairs to the sea wall because it contradicts their policy of 'managed retreat' 
allowing the sea to take over coastline in Chichester harbour in order to protect the 
biodiversity of the Harbour.  
In order to strengthen our case that Langstone Millpond has a particular value to wildlife 
and our residents, could we please ask our legal team to investigate any precedents 
where Natural England have made special allowances? 

3 Councillor 
Philippa Gray 

Councillor 
Robinson 

It is concerning to see so much time and effort spent dealing with travellers who choose 
to stop at undesignated places around the Borough.  The situation is untenable because 
it creates problems for residents, officers and Travellers and local businesses.    
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 Question From Question to Question 
 
I’m told that each “eviction” takes 10-14 hours of officer time, plus that of police and 
councillors and so far this summer there have been 12 such incidents.  
 
In addition to the actual number of incidents, residents say that it is the possibility of 
travellers stopping on undesignated land that creates anxiety – as much, if not more 
than when an actual encampment takes place.  
 
It is also the case that most traveller groups only want to stay for very short periods as 
they are passing through the area.  
 
Can we look for better ways to manage encampments?  
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